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00:00
It's	time	for	us	now	to	get	a	little	more	deeply	into	God's	word	now.	And	as	I	invite	you	to	do	each
week,	I	hope	that	you	will	get	out	a	copy	of	Scripture	and	have	that	open	with	you	as	we	go	here	this
morning.	If	you	want	to	use	a	personal	Bible	or	a	Bible	app	that	you	have,	that's	good.	There	are	red
Bibles	available	in	the	pews	if	you	need	something,	and	we	will	be	this	morning,	once	again	in	the
book.	It's	called	Romans.	It's	in	the	New	Testament.	So	you	find	the	four	Gospels	and	in	the	book	of
Acts,	and	then	Romans	after	that,	and	we'll	be	in	the	very	last	few	verses	of	chapter	11	this	morning,
so	you	can	have	that	out	and	open	as	we	go.	Dan	Seidel	is	a	Christian	professor.	He's	an	artist	story.
And	he's	a	museum	curator.	And	a	couple	years	ago,	we	invited	him	in	for	an	evening,	he	had	also
written	this	book	called	Who's	afraid	of	Modern	Art,	we	invited	him	in	for	an	evening	for	kind	of	an
interactive	time	we	hosted	it	just	down	the	street	at	the	Carnegie	Museum,	many	of	you	participated
in	that	many	of	you	were	there	for	that	evening.	It	began	by	Dr.	Seidel,	giving	us	a	little	bit	of	a
lecture	just	as	Christians	how	to	interpret	or	understand	or	appreciate	modern	art.	And	then	after
that,	it	was	great,	because	we	got	to	go	with	him.	And	he	led	a	private	tour	through	the	Scaife
galleries	there.	And	we	got	to	look	at	some	of	these	examples	that	he	had	talked	about.	So	we	move
sort	of	from	the	theoretical	lecture	right	into	the	practical	lab.	And	it	really	was	a	whole	experience
that	way.	I	bring	that	up,	because	that	kind	of	a	movement	is	similar	to	what	we	find	at	the	end	of	the
11th	chapter	here	in	this	letter	that	the	apostle	Paul	wrote	to	the	Christians	in	the	ancient	city	of
Rome,	not	suggesting	that	we	compare	Scripture	to	modern	art.	But	what	he	does	there,	at	the	end	of
this	time,	as	Paul	moves	from	this	period	of	explanation	that	he's	giving	to	just	a	time	of	adoration,	he
spends	time	trying	to	get	into	things	and	trying	to	explain	them	and	put	them	out	as	clearly	as	he
can.	But	he	reaches	a	point	of	me	saying,	You	know	what,	let's	just	go	and	appreciate	this.	Together.
That's	one	of	the	things	that	I	want	to	look	out	with	you	here	as	we	wrap	up	this	chapter	here	this
morning.	Before	we	do	though,	let's	take	one	more	time	and	pray	together.	Great	and	gracious	God,
we	thank	you	for	this	time	that	we	have	to	be	here	together	this	morning,	we	ask	that	you	would
quiet	our	distracted	minds	that	you	would	call	them	our	distraught	hearts.	Father,	let	us	hear	what	it
is	that	you	have	to	say	today.	And	let	us	respond	to	that	in	ways	that	demonstrate	our	love	for	you
and	our	love	for	others.	And	Lord,	I	pray	that	the	words	of	my	mouth	and	the	meditation	of	all	of	our
hearts	would	be	acceptable	in	Your	sight.	We	pray	this	in	the	name	of	Jesus.	Amen.	It	was	last	fall	that
we	began	this	extended	study	in	the	book	of	Romans.	It's	one	of	the	most	famous	sections	of
Scripture.	And	as	we've	gone	through	it	up	to	this	point,	we	have	progressed	through	some	really
powerful	sections,	sections	that	don't	pull	any	punches	at	all,	like	when	Paul	said	that	every	one	of	us



has	exchanged	the	glory	of	God	for	a	line	we	have	plunged	into	idolatry	and	immorality.	He	says	that
everyone	therefore	has	sinned	and	fallen	short	of	God's	glory.	And	then	we've	also	worked	in	through
some	exhilarating	sections	that	offer	just	unparalleled	encouragement	and	assurance,	like	when	he
goes	on	to	say	that	even	though	everyone	has	sinned	and	fallen	short	of	God's	glory,	God's	free	gift
of	righteousness	comes	to	us	in	Jesus	Christ,	that	we	receive	that	by	faith	and	that	everyone	who	calls
in	the	name	of	the	Lord	will	be	saved.	We	recently	then	got	into	a	section	that's	a	little	more	nuanced,
a	little	more	complex.	Some	years	ago,	I	remember	I	was	out	skiing,	and	it	was	closer	to	the	end	of
the	ski	season,	things	were	starting	to	warm	up	a	little	bit.	And	as	I	was	going,	I	quickly	hit	left	from	a
patch	of	snow	and	just	hit	some	grass.	And	as	soon	as	I	did	that,	my	ski	stopped.	And	I	just	got	tossed
right	forward.	If	you	just	read	through	Romans,	chapters	nine	to	11,	can	feel	like	that	sometimes,
you're	just	going	along	everything	is	really	wonderful	and	powerful	up	to	chapter	eight.	And	then	he
gets	into	this	section	that	just	has	a	very	different	tone	to	it,	he	gets	into	some	things	that	seem	a
little	complicated,	a	little	complex,	at	first,	and	then	just	it's	always	worth	remembering	that	all	of
those	chapter	and	verse	divisions	were	added	much	later	to	enable	us	to	easily	locate	things,	but	it's
a	sustained	train	of	thought.	Paul	was	just	writing	a	letter	that	was	meant	to	be	read	straight	through.
So	there	is	a	flow	to	his	thinking	here,	there	is	a	reason	that	he's	bringing	these	things	up	as	he	does.
And	we're	going	to	finish	off	that	section	here	today.	And	as	I've	said,	it's	got	some	more	nuanced
ideas	in	it	some	challenging	kind	of	ideas,	some	more	intricate	theology	that	is	happening	there.	And
yet,	we	can	pull	some	pretty	simple	and	very,	very	significant	ideas	from	them.	So	even	as	we	see
some	of	the	nuanced	part	here,	the	three	ideas	that	are	pretty	simple	that	I	want	to	look	at	with	you
this	morning	are	these	first,	that	God	is	faithful	to	His	promises.	Second,	that	God	is	merciful	to	his
people.	And	third,	that	God	is	worthy	of	our	praise.	These	are	simple	ideas,	there's	a	lot	to	them,	we
can	really	get	down	deep	into	them.	They're	simple	ideas,	and	we	do	find	them	in	this	section.	Here's
what	I	mean	by	that.	And	what	we'll	see	as	we	go	this	is	Romans	chapter	11,	verses	25	through	36.
And	I	invite	you	to	listen	again	now	to	the	word	of	the	Lord	lest	you	be	wise	in	your	own	sight,	I	want
you	to	understand	this	mystery	brothers.	A	partial	hardening	has	come	upon	Israel	until	the	fullness
of	the	Gentiles	has	come	in.	And	in	this	way,	all	Israel	will	be	saved	as	it	is	written,	THE	DELIVERER
WILL	COME	FROM	ZION,	you	will	banish	on	godliness	from	Jacob.	And	this	will	be	my	covenant	with
them	when	I	take	away	their	sins.	As	regards	the	gospel,	they	are	enemies	of	God	for	your	sake.	But
as	regards	election,	they	are	beloved	for	the	sake	of	their	forefathers,	for	the	gifts	and	the	calling	of
God	are	revocable.	For	just	as	you	were,	at	one	time,	disobedient	to	God,	but	have	now	received
mercy	because	of	their	disobedience,	so	they	too	have	now	been	disobedient,	in	order	that	by	the
mercy	shown	to	you,	they	also	may	now	receive	mercy,	for	God	has	consigned	all	to	disobedience,
that	he	may	have	mercy	on	all,	Oh,	the	depth	of	the	riches	and	wisdom	and	knowledge	of	God,	How
unsearchable	are	His	judgments,	how	inscrutable	his	ways	For	who	has	known	the	mind	of	the	Lord,
or	who	has	been	his	counselor,	or	who	has	given	a	gift	to	him	that	he	might	be	repaid,	For	from	Him,
and	through	Him,	and	to	Him?	Are	all	things	to	Him,	be	glory	forever?	Amen.	God	is	faithful	to	His
promises.	That's	perhaps	the	pressing	question	that	Paul	has	on	his	heart	and	his	mind	throughout
this	whole	section.	We	saw	it	back	in	the	beginning	of	chapter	11.	When	he	says,	Has	God	rejected
His	people.	The	reason	he's	asking	that	question	is	that	many	in	that	congregation	had	come	from	an
ethnically	and	culturally	and	religiously	Jewish	background.	So	they	knew	that	God	had	chosen
Abraham,	out	of	all	the	people	on	the	earth	that	he	promised	that	he	would	bless	him	that	Abraham's
descendants	will	be	no	more	numerous	than	the	sand	on	the	shore,	more	numerous	than	the	stars	in
the	sky,	in	that	one	of	those	descendants	will	be	the	one	through	whom	all	the	nations	will	be
blessed.	And	then	the	12	tribes	of	Israel	were	descended	from	Abraham.	And	throughout	the	years,
God	continue	to	reaffirm	that	promise	even	expand	upon	it,	to	elaborate	upon	it,	revealing	that	he
would	send	his	Messiah	to	take	away	the	sins	of	His	people	to	establish	God's	eternal	kingdom.	One	of
the	many	places	we	see	that	promise,	reaffirmed	and	clarified	in	Scripture	is	the	passage	you	heard	a
little	bit	ago	in	Jeremiah	33.	That's	a	place	where	the	Lord	says	one	of	David's	descendants	is	going	to
sit	upon	the	throne	forever.	He's	going	to	establish	God's	Kingdom,	there	will	always	be	a	priest	to
atone	for	the	sins	of	the	people,	God	says.	All	of	those	things	are	fulfilled	in	Jesus.	And	God	there



says,	This	is	my	covenant	promise	to	do	that.	Send	someone	who	will	be	an	eternal	priest	and	eternal
King.	And	God	says	you	have	as	much	chance	of	breaking	that	covenant	as	you	do	of	stopping	the
night	from	following	the	day.	That's	what	he	said	back	there	in	Jeremiah	33.	There	are	many	places
and	we	see	this	promise,	Paul	quotes	here	from	another	one,	it's	in	Isaiah,	versus	the	latter	part	of
verse	26.	And	27,	when	he	says	that	deliver	WILL	COME	FROM	ZION,	HE	will	banish	ungodliness,	from
Jacob,	this	will	be	my	covenant	with	them	when	I	take	away	their	sins.	So	God	had	made	all	these
promises	in	the	gospel	is	the	good	news	announcing	that	Jesus	is	this	promise	to	deliver.	He	is
descended	from	Abraham.	He	is	the	eternal	king	and	priest,	and	it's	through	the	death	and
resurrection	of	Jesus,	that	God	has	fulfilled	all	of	those	promises	that	were	given	to	Israel.	The
dilemma	though	the	reason	there	was	some	tension	is	this	There	were	many	who	were	genetically
descended	from	Abraham,	who	were	a	part	of	ethnic	Israel,	and	that	they	weren't	accepting	Jesus	as
the	Messiah.	They	were	therefore	placing	the	cells	under	God's	judgment,	Paul	said,	so	the	question
is,	what's	going	on	his	God	rejected	His	people?	Has	he	changed	his	mind?	Israel	was	supposed	to	be
the	uniquely	called	people	of	God.	But	now,	many	of	them	aren't	accepting	these	things.	Many
Gentiles	even	are	starting	to	come	into	the	kingdom.	What	is	going	on	here?	That's	the	question	that
was	heavily	along	a	lot	of	people's	hearts.	And	that's	why	Paul	was	so	eager	to	say	here,	no,	God	has
not	rejected	His	people.	In	fact,	God	is	faithful	to	His	promises.	He	says	in	this	part	in	verse	29,	the
gifts	and	the	calling	of	God	are	revocable.	And	that's	because	of	the	character	of	God.	It's	because	of
the	very	character	of	God.	There's	a	passage	in	the	book	of	Numbers,	it	says	this,	it's	numbers	23,
verse	19,	it	says,	God	is	not	man	that	he	should	lie,	or	son	of	man	that	he	should	change	his	mind,	as
he	said,	and	he	will	not	do	it	or	as	he	spoken,	and	will	he	not	fulfill	it?	So	God	is	faithful	to	His
promises.	And	once	again,	we've	looked	at	this	a	couple	times.	In	this	passage,	though,	once	again,
it's	important	to	understand	what	is	meant	by	Israel	who	is	being	referred	to	when	we	talk	about
Israel.	The	term	is	oftentimes	used	to	refer	to	ethnic	Israel,	those	who	were	genetically	descended	by
Abraham,	but	Paul	died	and	Paul	does	use	the	term	that	way	sometimes,	but	he	also	gone	in	chapter
nine	to	make	the	point	to	say	that	is	it	Understanding	there,	though.	It	was	in	chapter	nine,	he	said
Not	all	are	who	descended	from	Israel	or	of	Israel,	not	all	who	are	children	of	Abraham	or	his	offspring
saying	it's	not	a	genetic,	ethnic	descent.	Israel	is	a	point	of	spiritual	identity.	Israel	are	all	of	those
who	have	received	God's	promises	will	put	their	faith	and	there	trust	in	God's	promises	who	have
seen	Jesus	as	the	one	in	whom	all	of	God's	promises	are	fulfilled.	That's	the	way	Paul	is	saying	that's
how	we	are	to	understand	this.	It's	a	point	of	spiritual	identity.	So	there's	still	some	tricky	parts	in	this
section,	though,	right?	Let's,	let's	see	if	we	can	untangle	some	of	the	knots	here,	at	least	maybe	a
little	bit.	Well,	how	do	we	fit	all	this	together,	though,	still,	what	is	going	on	as	Paul	is	using	some	of
these	terms	and	talking	about	let's	just	walk	through	the	passage,	even	going	back	to	some	stuff	we
looked	at	last	week.	Last	week,	he	used	that	illustration	of	the	olive	tree	if	you	were	here	for	that,	he
said,	it's	like	an	olive	tree.	And	he	said	that	there	are	natural	branches.	That's	a	way	to	refer	to	ethnic
genetic	Israel,	those	descended	from	Abraham,	he	said,	there	are	natural	branches	in	verse	27,	who
are	broken	off	because	of	their	unbelief.	They're	broken	off	because	of	their	unbelief.	And	in	verse	23,
says,	however,	they	could	be	grafted	back	in	if	they	do	not	continue	in	their	unbelief.	That's	yet
another	place	where	he's	saying	it's	about	faith	in	Jesus.	That's	how	you	are	identified	with	him.	It's
not	about	some	point	of	genetic	or	ethnic	descent	or	identity.	He's	made	that	point	so	many	times	in
this	letter,	the	letter	begins	in	chapter	one	where	he	says,	The	Gospel	is	the	power	of	God	for
salvation	to	everyone	who	believes	for	the	Jew	and	for	the	Gentile.	In	chapter	10,	is	where	he	said
that	the	same	Lord	is	Lord	of	all	and	everyone	who	calls	upon	the	name	of	the	Lord	will	be	saved.	So
he's	making	this	point	as	many	times	as	you	can,	that	it	is	about	a	place	of	spiritual	identity.	If	you
are	someone	who	has	received	God's	promises	in	Jesus	and	put	your	faith	and	your	trust	in	them,	he
says,	that's	what	it's	about.	So	he	acknowledges,	though,	at	the	beginning	of	this,	he	said,	there's	a
there's	a	mystery	here,	brothers	and	mystery,	that	term	mystery	in	Scripture	that	that	never	refers	to
like	a	puzzle,	a	set	of	clues	that	you	need	to	solve	a	mystery	in	Scripture	refers	to	something	that	we
did	not	know	that	we	now	know	that	that's	what	it	means	something	that	was	hidden,	that	has	now
been	revealed.	So	Paul,	saying,	I'm	explaining	to	you	here's	what's	going	on.	He	said,	When	he	goes



through	verses	25	and	26,	he	says,	yes,	there	is	a	partial	a	partial	hardening	that	has	come	upon
Israel.	There	he	is	referring	to	ethnic	Israel,	he's	talking	about	the	some	of	the	people	of	Jewish
descent	who	have	not	recognized	Jesus	as	the	Messiah.	That's	what	he's	referring	to.	And	he	says,
until	the	fullness	of	the	Gentiles	has	come	in	talking	about	those	who	are	not	part	of	ethnic	Israel,	yet
have	put	their	faith	in	God's	promised	Messiah.	And	he	says,	in	this	way,	all	Israel	will	be	saved.	And
there	I	think	the	best	way	to	understand	that	is	he's	referring	to	spiritual	Israel.	He's	referring	to	this
total	number	of	people	from	every	language,	every	nation,	whom	God	has	called	to	Himself	in	Jesus,
Jew	and	Gentile,	everyone	who	God	is	called	to	Himself	in	Jesus	is	what	he	means	when	he	says,	all
Israel	will	be	saved.	It's	a	debated	passage.	It's	a	debated	verse.	I	think	that's	the	best	way	to
understand	it	in	the	full	context	here	though.	Now	there	are	some	people	who	still	wonder	then	what
still	what	does	this	mean	for	ethnic	Israel?	And	some	people	will	say,	well,	maybe	there's	a	time,	right
before	Jesus	returns	when	all	or	some	of	them	come	to	a	faith	in	Jesus	Christ.	And	is	that	possible?
Sure.	It's	possible.	I	think	the	overall	argument	letter	though,	as	Paul	not	getting	so	far	into	what
might	happen	in	the	future,	but	just	saying	right	now,	if	you	are	someone	who	is	putting	your	faith
and	your	trust	in	Jesus,	Jew,	Gentile,	wherever	you	are	coming	from,	he	said,	then	you	are	a	part	of
this	people	of	God.	You	are	someone	who	is	experiencing	God's	blessings.	This	is	true	in	every	age,
and	every	place	for	everyone	and	those	who	do	not.	Regardless,	their	ethnic	lineage,	he	said,	are	like
branches	who	are	broken	off	of	the	tree	and	those	who	do,	but	their	faith	and	God's	promised
Messiah.	Regardless,	their	ethnic	lineage	will	make	up	the	fullness	of	God's	people,	all	Israel,	that	is
those	whom	God	has	brought	himself	from	every	nation	in	faith.	So	it's	a	tricky	passage,	we	can
acknowledge	that	there's	some	different	ways	people	try	to	interpret	that.	But	the	takeaway
throughout	this	section,	I	think,	the	simple	one	that	I	want	you	to	hear	this	morning	is	that	God	is
faithful	to	His	promises.	He	had	said	from	the	beginning,	that	one	of	Abraham's	descendants	would	be
a	blessing	to	the	nation,	that	he	would	send	a	deliver	to	remove	the	sins	of	His	people.	And	he's	done
that.	He's	done,	that	he's	accomplished	that	in	Jesus	and	everyone	who	calls	upon	the	name	of	Jesus,
then	he	said,	will	receive	those	promises.	God	is	always	faithful	to	His	promises.	Now,	I	want	to	move
over	to	the	second	wonderful	reminder	in	this	part.	The	second	wonderful	reminder	that	God	is	always
merciful	to	his	people.	He	talks	in	verses	30	to	32	there	about	disobedience	and	mercy.	He's	talking
about	those	who	are	disobedient	and	then	those	who	had	received	mercy.	God	is	always	merciful	to
his	people	extending	mercy	to	those	who	are	disobedient.	Maybe	you	can	think	of	it	like	this.	If	you've
not	heard	this	before	grace,	grace	is	receiving	something	that	you	don't	deserve.	Mercy	is	not	really
receiving	what	you	do	deserve	and	grace	is	receiving	what	you	don't	deserve.	Mercy	is	not	receiving
what	you	do	deserve.	We	deserve	God's	judgment	because	of	our	disobedience	and	yet	he	says	God
is	merciful.	God	is	merciful.	disobedience	to	God	is	the	intractable	position	of	the	human	heart.
Though	disobedience	displays	itself	when	we	do	not	love	the	Lord,	with	our	whole	heart	or	soul	or
strength	or	mind.	Our	disobedience	displays	itself	when	we	do	not	love	our	neighbors	as	we	should.
Our	disobedience	displays	itself	whenever	we	violate	God's	Holy	Commands,	or	we	fail	to	live	up	to
God's	holy	calling.	Our	disobedience	displays	itself	when	we	put	our	faith	in	ourselves,	rather	than
looking	to	Jesus.	Our	disobedience	displays	itself	through	shocking	acts	of	intentional	defiance,	and
through	subtle	acts	of	deceitful	idolatry.	Disobedience	is	displayed	in	my	life	and	in	your	life,	it	is	the
grounds	for	God's	righteous	judgment	and	yet	God	the	lights	to	show	mercy	you	heard	that	a	little	bit
ago	from	the	prophet	Micah.	Kathy	just	read	a	little	bit	ago	said	God	delights	in	steadfast	love	the
light	and	demonstrating	compassion	by	treading	our	iniquities	underfoot	by	casting	our	sins	into	the
hearts	of	the	sea.	God	it	said	in	originally	in	Exodus	33,	and	encoded	back	in	chapter	nine,	God	said,	I
will	have	mercy	on	whom	I	will	have	mercy,	I	will	have	compassion	on	whom	I	will	have	compassion,
God	freely	extends	His	mercy	to	those	who	are	disobedient.	Verse	32,	says	something	kind	of
interesting.	I	just	want	to	point	out	where	verse	32	It	says,	For	God	has	consigned	all	to	disobedience
that	he	had	that	he	may	have	mercy	on	all,	this	is	a	place	in	Scripture,	this	happens	a	number	of
places	all	does	not	mean	each	and	every	single	individual	without	exception.	Rather,	it's	continuing
the	theme	that	has	run	throughout	the	entire	letter.	He	says,	God's	mercy	is	not	restricted	to	one
people.	God's	mercy	is	given	to	do	to	Gentile,	he	said,	God's	mercy	is	available	to	all	in	Jesus,	and



everyone	who	calls	him	the	name	of	the	Lord	will	be	saved.	So	we	want	to	talk	about	experiencing
God's	mercy.	That's	something	also	that	we	only	have	in	Jesus.	And	the	first	thing	that	every	one	of
us	needs	to	do	is	acknowledge	that	we're	in	need	of	it.	We	need	to	acknowledge	that	we	are	in	need
of	it,	we	confess	that	we	are	in	need	of	God's	mercy	because	we	too,	have	been	disobedient	to	the
Lord.	And	then	we	need	to	understand	what	it	is	that	God	has	done	for	us	in	Jesus	Christ,	that	in	Jesus,
there	is	no	condemnation	for	those	in	him	because	of	the	law,	the	Spirit	of	Life	has	set	us	free	from
the	law	of	sin	and	death.	That's	beginning	of	Chapter	Eight	is	where	he	said	that.	So	that's	the	good
news.	And	we	didn't	just	come	back	to	that	again	and	again	as	many	times	as	we	possibly	can	to
know	that	God	is	merciful	to	his	people.	In	Jesus,	all	of	us	stand	under	God's	just	judgment,	because
of	our	disobedience	to	God	delights,	to	show	mercy,	for	those	who	call	upon	him	and	faith,	put	their
faith	in	these	promises	to	which	God	is	always	faithful.	So	God	is	always	faithful	to	His	promises.	God
is	always	merciful	to	his	people.	And	because	of	that,	because	of	that,	here's	the	final	idea.	These	are
going	to	simple	ideas,	but	they're	really	significant	ones.	God	is	worthy	of	our	praise.	Because	of	that,
God	is	worthy	of	our	praise.	This	section	in	chapters	nine	through	11,	had	been	Paul	working	through
some	pretty	complicated	ideas,	and	and	it	builds	up	to	this	point,	and	you	see	it	in	the	last	few	verses
here,	where	he	does	burst	forth	into	a	kind	of	doxology.	A	doxology.	The	word	doxology	literally
means	word	of	glory.	That's	what	does	what	it	literally	means.	It's	a	way	of	just	stopping	and	giving	a
praise	to	God	for	who	he	is.	Sometimes	through	song.	That's	why	we	talk	about	singing	a	doxology	a
lot	of	times	in	worship	services.	But	God	Paul	just	gets	to	this	point	here	we	stomps	and	he	praises
God	for	his	wisdom,	and	he	says,	Oh,	the	depths	of	the	riches	and	wisdom	of	knowledge	of	God,	How
unsearchable	are	God's	ways,	how	inscrutable	are	God's	judgment,	then	he	quotes	there	from	Isaiah
and	from	job	to	remind	us,	that	God	does	not	consult	with	any	of	us	ahead	of	time	to	determine	how
he	should	act.	God	does	not	seek	our	prior	approval	before	carrying	out	his	plans.	God	does	not	need
to	repay	us	for	something	that	he	owes,	because	we	have	given	him	something.	apologist	is	just
stopping	here	to	just	celebrate	who	God	is	and	acknowledge	who	God	is.	And	it	closes	that	very	final
verse	there.	Verse	36,	For	from	him	and	through	him	and	to	him	are	all	things.	There's	a	tradition
throughout	history	of	a	lot	of	theologian	interpreters	seeing	that	as	a	reference	to	the	Trinity.	From
Him,	through	Him	to	him	are	all	things	that	it	could	be	that	it's	not	explicitly	mapped	out	there.	But
he's	simply	in	this	section	just	talking	about	how	incredible	God	is.	He	said,	No,	nobody	can	trace
God's	ways	nobody	can	scrutinize	God's	judgment.	God	doesn't	come	to	any	one	of	us	and	stop	and
ask,	is	this	something	I	should	do?	Before	he	does	it?	We	don't	have	to	sign	off	on	it	ahead	of	time	in
order	to	him	to	allow	him	to	do	that.	None	of	us	have	given	him	something	that	he	is	in	debt	to	us	and
needs	to	be	repaid.	Policy	sopping	is	celebrate	and	acknowledge	who	God	is.	He's	praising	Him.	God
is	always	faithful	to	His	promises.	God	is	always	merciful	to	his	people.	And	so	God	is	always	worthy
of	our	praise	and	the	content	of	what	he	does	there.	I	mean,	I	just	I	just	walked	us	through	that	pretty
quickly	there,	the	content	of	that	little	doxology	is	very	significant.	It's	very	important.	There's	a	lot	in
there	just	ascribing	to	God	these	things	that	are	his	do	in	the	first	place.	But	it's	also	significant	to	see
where	and	how	this	shows	up	in	the	letter.	And	this	is	what	I	want	to	point	out	to	you	here	now	for	a
couple	of	moments	is	significant	to	see	where	and	how	this	shows	up	in	the	letter.	Paul	had	been
working	through	some	really	challenging	questions,	he'd	been	wrestling	with	some	really	difficult
ideas,	starting	in	chapter	nine	questions	like	why	does	God	seem	to	so	mercy	to	some	and	not	to
others?	How	is	it	that	God	can	be	absolutely	sovereign	over	all	things?	And	yet,	we	are	also
responsible	for	our	own	actions?	Why	is	it	he	says	that	there	are	so	many	who	are	a	part	of	ethnic
Israel	who	don't	seem	to	be	willing	to	accept	this	Good	News	of	Jesus?	He's	asking	some	really	hard
questions.	And	he	spends	a	lot	of	time	trying	to	answer	them.	He	spends	a	lot	of	time	trying	to	write
these	things	and	explain	them	as	best	as	he	possibly	can.	And	yet	he	reaches	this	point	there	at	the
end,	where	to	paraphrase,	he	says,	You	know	what,	you	know	what,	this	is	God's	business.	It's	beyond
me.	And	I'm	okay	with	that.	He's	saying	God	is	good	and	wise	and	perfect,	and	therefore	His	ways	are
good,	and	wise	and	perfect.	He's	the	one	who's	created	all	things.	He's	the	one	who	upholds	all
things.	He	is	the	one	who	was	making	all	things	new.	So	Paul	is	saying	it's	best	for	me	to	simply	just
stop	and	praise	God	for	who	he	is.	This	is	this	is	really	incredible.	Don't	miss	what's	going	on	in	this



little	in	this	little	moment	right	here.	I	mean,	Paul	is	Paul	Paul	is	the	most	brilliant	theologian	in	the
history	of	the	church.	This	is	coming	from	someone	who	had	had	a	face	to	face	encounter	with	the
resurrected	Jesus	Christ,	he	received	a	personal	commission	to	go	and	take	the	gospel	to	the
Gentiles.	This	is	coming	from	someone	who	as	we	read	in	Second	Corinthians	12.	One	time,	he	says,
was	given	a	supernatural	revelation	in	which	he	was	caught	up	into	Paradise,	he	said,	and	heard
things	that	cannot	even	be	told.	This	is	coming	from	someone	who	was	inspired	by	the	Holy	Spirit	to
write	these	letters	to	the	church.	And	yet	he	still	reached	a	point	where	he	knew	that	explanation	had
to	stop,	and	adoration	had	to	begin.	And	that's	a	really	significant	model.	That's	a	really	important
model	for	all	of	us.	It's	good	to	wrestle	with	the	deep	things.	It	is	it's	good	to	ask	the	hard	questions	it
is.	And	I	look,	I	know	some	of	you	love	this	a	lot.	Some	of	you	really	love	just	getting	down	into	the
weeds	and	learning	and	studying	and	uncovering	the	meaning	of	as	many	things	as	you	possibly	can.
I	enjoy	doing	that	this	is	good.	Jesus	said	you're	supposed	to	love	the	Lord	with	all	of	your	mind.	It's
also	good	to	acknowledge	the	limits	of	our	understanding.	And	to	get	to	a	point	where	we	simply	just
marvel	at	the	depths	of	the	riches	of	the	wisdom	and	knowledge	of	God.	A	couple	reminders	that	I
found	helpful	over	the	years	one	comes	from	a	17th	century	pastor	and	theologian	named	Richard
Baxter,	he	once	said,	The	devil	is	a	greater	scholar	than	you	are.	And	the	famous	London	preacher	in
the	19th	century,	Charles	Spurgeon	once	said,	rest	assured	there	is	nothing	new	in	theology	except
that	which	is	false.	Right?	It's	easy	to	be	enticed	by	ideas	that	claim	to	resolve	all	the	tension.	It's
easy	to	be	enticed	by	ideas,	it	looks	to	remove	some	of	the	hard	parts	or	claim	to	have	come	up	with
some	new	insight	that	no	one	has	ever	had	before.	But	it's	better	to	admit	that	we	don't	know
everything	than	it	is	to	attempt	to	speak	definitively	about	the	things	on	which	God	has	not
definitively	spoken.	You're	not	going	to	plumb	the	depths	of	the	Divine.	So	don't	ever	any	of	us
arrogantly	think	that	we	have	done	so.	And	don't	think	that	the	truth	of	God	depends	on	upon	our
ability	to	fully	comprehend	it.	It	was	a	North	African	theologian	and	Bishop	Augustine,	who	once
famously	said,	CNM	comprehend	is	known	as	days,	which	means	if	you	can	comprehend	it,	then	it's
not	God.	He	said,	If	you	can	get	your	head	fully	around	it,	then	it's	not	the	God	who	has	spoken	the
universe	into	being	so	we	can	know	God	truly	this	important	listening	to	this	distinction,	this	is
important.	We	can	know	God	truly,	but	we	cannot	know	God	fully.	We	can	know	God	truly,	but	we
cannot	know	God,	fully	what	God	has	revealed	to	us	in	His	Word,	and	by	His	Spirit	is	true,	it's
trustworthy.	It's	never	going	to	lead	us	astray.	But	there	are	going	to	be	some	things	that	we	bump
up	against	sometimes	that	we	don't	fully	understand	or	understand	how	to	explain	and	that's	okay.	I
don't	even	fully	understand	how	my	iPad	works.	Right,	how	am	I	going	to	think	that	I	can	fully
understand	the	ways	and	the	will	of	God	or	demand	that	God	would	answer	all	of	my	questions
before,	I'm	going	to	go	ahead	and	put	my	trust	in	Him.	This	is	a	time	where	explanation	has	to	stop,
and	adoration	has	to	begin.	That's	not	a	posture	of	weakness,	or	a	posture	of	defeat.	That's	a	posture
of	humility.	And	it's	the	only	proper	posture	for	the	creation	to	adopt	before	the	creator	was	in	his
Institute's	that	John	Calvin	once	said,	If	somebody	asked	me	what	are	the	three	chief	virtues	that	a
Christian	needs	to	have,	I	would	say	humility,	humility,	humility.	There	are	times	where	we	need	to
stop	and	say,	the	depths	of	the	riches	and	wisdom	and	knowledge	of	God.	How	untraceable	are	God's
ways?	How	inscrutable	are	God's	judgments?	Who	has	known	the	mind	of	the	Lord	who's	been	his
counselor,	who's	given	him	something	that	he	needs	to	repay	us	for	it	from	him,	and	to	Him	and
through	Him	are	all	things	to	him	be	glory,	amen.	This	what	Paul	does	here,	as	much	as	what	he
specifically	says,	is	an	incredibly	important	posture	for	us	to	recognize	in	our	own	lives	of	faith.	And
this	brings	to	an	end	this	chapter	11,	here	in	Romans	and	you	know,	they're	really,	you	read	through
the	book	of	Romans,	some	you	notice	there	are	really	two	main	movements	in	the	letter.	The	first	one
is	just	a	sustained	presentation	of	the	gospel	where	Paul	articulates	more	thoroughly	and	in	greater
depth	than	anywhere	else	in	Scripture,	what	the	good	news	of	Jesus	Christ	is,	and	you've	heard	it
enough,	we	shared	it	every	week.	The	good	news	is	that	even	though	we	were	dead	in	our	sins	and
trespasses,	God	has	made	us	alive	together.	In	Jesus	Christ.	The	good	news	is	that	even	though
everyone	has	sinned	and	fallen	short	of	the	glory	of	God,	His	free	gift	of	righteousness	is	the	means
by	which	we	are	made	right	with	God.	The	good	news	is	that	this	happens	by	grace	through	faith	in



Jesus	Christ.	The	good	news	is	that	in	Christ,	there	is	no	condemnation,	because	the	law	of	the	Spirit
of	Life	has	set	us	free	from	the	law	of	sin	and	death.	The	good	news	is	that	there	is	nothing	that	can
possibly	separate	us	from	the	love	of	God,	that	is	in	Christ	Jesus,	our	Lord.	That's	what	the	first	11
chapters	of	Romans	are	all	about.	The	second	main	movement	to	the	letter	is	shorter.	It's	only
chapters	12	through	16.	And	we're	going	to	get	into	that	starting	next	week.	But	it's	also	very,	very
important.	It's	all	about	how	do	we	live	in	response	to	these	things?	It's	intensely	practical.	What	does
it	mean	to	be	a	part	of	the	body	of	Christ	in	which	there	are	different	parts	with	different	functions?
What	kind	of	presence	and	posture	should	Christians	hold	in	the	public	sphere?	How	do	we	live
faithfully	together?	When	we	disagree	about	certain	things	or	hold	convictions	that	differ	on
secondary	matters?	Those	are	some	of	the	things	that	he	gets	into	in	coming	weeks.	But	the	hinge
the	little	transition	point,	is	this	closing	doxology	that	he	gives	right	there.	Because	when	we	engage
in	the	deep	things	of	God,	when	we	ask	these	questions,	which	are	good	and	which	we	should,	we've
also	got	to	just	stop	and	marvel	at	the	depths	of	who	God	is	because	it's	always	deeper	than	we	can
reach.	And	wherever	we	try	to	discern	the	will	in	the	ways	of	God,	we've	got	to	remember	that	we	are
not	God's	counselor.	Paul	says	this	right	at	the	end.	For	from	him	and	through	him	and	to	him	are	all
things	to	him	be	glory	forever.	Amen.	Let's	pray.	Majestic	and	merciful	God,	we	praise	you	for	your
wisdom	and	for	your	grace.	And	we	confess	that	we	do	not	always	humble	ourselves	before	your
granddaughter,	remind	us	of	your	glory.	enable	us	to	rest	in	what	you	have	done	into	the	light	in	your
ways	for	it's	in	Jesus	name.	We	pray	these	things.	Amen.


